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PROTOCOL

of the fourth session of the Georgian-Czech
Joint Committee on Bilateral Economic Cooperation 

The fourth meeting of Joint Committee on Bilateral Economic Cooperation between Georgia and the Czech Republic was held in Tbilisi on the 13th September 2018 in accordance with Article 5 of the Agreement between the Government of Georgia and the Government of the Czech Republic on Economic and Industrial Cooperation signed in Tbilisi on 10th April 2013.

The delegation of Georgia was led by Mr. Genadi ARVELADZE, Deputy Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia, Co-chair of the Georgian Side of the Committee. The delegation of the Czech Republic was led by Mr. Vladimír BÄRTL, Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic, Co-chair of the Czech Side of the Committee. 

The lists of the two delegations are attached to this Protocol as Annexes I and II, respectively.

Both Co-Chairs of the Committee welcomed the 4th Session of the Georgian-Czech Joint Committee and Bilateral Economic Cooperation, which was conducted in an atmosphere of mutual understanding and friendship.

Both Sides highlighted that the existing warm and friendly relations between the two countries create solid foundation for upgrading economic ties to a qualitatively new level. Georgian Side expressed appreciation for the Czech Republic’s valuable political support as well as the practical assistance to Georgia’s development and democratic transformation processes.

Both Sides expressed satisfaction with the successful bilateral and multilateral cooperation that has been underpinned by the frequent exchange of visits and interactions at all levels, including very dynamic inter-parliamentary relations. Sides reiterated their will and readiness to continue working closely on all the issues of common interest to further intensify mutually beneficial partnership, particularly in different sectors of economy.

Both Sides pointed out the necessity of further enhancing and diversifying economic ties and promoting investments and trade through more intensive bilateral dialogue on economic issues of regional and global importance, especially within the EU context.


The Agenda of the 4th Session of the Commission was confirmed and is presented in Annex III.

Both Sides have discussed and agreed as follows:

1. Overview of the Economic Situation in Georgia and Czech Republic and bilateral trade-economic relations

Both Sides exchanged information concerning issues of economic and commercial developments in both countries, as well as general information about economic policy measures, which may facilitate and strengthen the development of their bilateral economic cooperation.

Both Sides reviewed the development of bilateral trade between the two countries and exchanged information regarding statistical data on the volume of bilateral trade, according to the National Statistics Office of Georgia (GEOSTAT). 

According to the statistics of 7 month of 2018, compared to the same period of previous year, bilateral trade turnover between Georgia and Czech Republic increased by 35% and amounted to 55.82 mln. USD, export increased by 9% and amounted to 5.97 mln. USD, while import increased by 39% and amounted to 49.85 mln. USD.

Both Sides expressed their conviction that the bilateral trade volume does not reflect the real economic potentials of cooperation between Georgia and the Czech Republic and acknowledged that existing export can be increased and the range of products traded between the two countries could be extended.

In this regard, both Sides expressed their common desire to seek opportunities to strengthen and diversify their bilateral relations in various areas within the framework of an effective and mutually advantageous conditions.

Both Sides stated that the further development of bilateral economic and commercial relations, as well as the promotion of investment opportunities between Georgia and the Czech Republic are common objective shared by both countries, recognizing the essential role of the private sector and its contribution to the development of their bilateral relations.

Therefore, both Sides agreed to:
· Exchange a list of competitive export products for distribution to interested businesses and to share information about companies interested in trading Czech and Georgian goods;
· Exchange the existing information on capacity of producing products, based on each countries competitive advantage;
· Introduce the lists of Georgian products  and services to Czech businesses through the internet portal - www.tradewithgeorgia.com;
· strengthen cooperation to increase awareness of export opportunities of Georgian agricultural products, such as hazelnuts, wine, mineral water, non-alcoholic beverages, juices, canned fruits and vegetables, herbs, citrus fruits, tea products and other agricultural products as well as industrial products.

In this regard, both Sides agreed that further efforts should be exerted in order to fully utilize the benefits stemming out from the EU-Georgia DCFTA through diversifying and expanding bilateral trade in goods and services and promoting Georgian and Czech export products on their respective markets.

The Czech Side highlighted the efforts that were being made with a view to reach, in the long term, the membership of the Georgia in the European Union. It emphasized the importance of implementation of the EU-Georgia Association Agreement, including DCFTA, and their impact on mutual foreign economic relations.

In order to further develop bilateral trade, intensify business-to-business cooperation and further utilize economic opportunities of both countries, Sides agreed to continue cooperation by virtue of various activities such as:
· Organizing of trade missions, business forums, fairs, exhibitions, workshops, etc. for the purpose of supporting bilateral co-operation between Czech and Georgian entrepreneurs;
· Organizing study visits, joint trainings, seminars and conferences;
· Implementing bilateral service Find a Partner/Check the partner between the Chambers of the both countries, that allows companies from the both Sides to be more confident in their decisions related to investment and/or trade related issues;
· Sharing experience, knowledge and information in the fields of trade, FDI and entrepreneurship;
· Exchange information about opportunities in high potential sectors like IT and BPO, Tourism and Real Estate, Manufacturing, Food industry and Agriculture, Transport and logistics, Energy, etc;
· Exchanging information  on the private sector support programs available in Georgia and the Czech Republic and establish partnership between responsible institutions; 
· Exchanging information  on investment and business climate in Georgia and the Czech Republic;
· Establishing new training programs or utilizing of existing ones intended for traineeship of managers/entrepreneurs (especially SMEs). 

Both Sides welcomed business forum organized in Tbilisi, today, on September 13, 2018, by the Czech Chamber of Commerce in collaboration with Georgian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCI) in parallel to the Joint Committee, where approximately 40 companies from both Sides had a chance to present their products, exchange contact details and discuss potential cooperation areas.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: It´s not necessary. Sounds strange.

The Czech side informed the Committee about the incoming mission for the representatives of Tbilisi and Batumi to the Czech Republic organized by the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic in March 2018, which aimed at introducing of Czech transport vehicles such as buses, electric buses, underground trains etc. 

In June, 2018, the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech republic organised a mission of Czech entrepreneurs from the fields of medicine equipment to Georgia. Representatives of six companies presented their products in Tbilisi to the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia and to directors of numerous Georgian hospitals and clinics. As well as the same presentation took place in Batumi for the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs of Adjara AR and hospitals in Adjara region.

In this regard, the Ministry of Defence of the Czech Republic organized a presentation of Czech defence industry companies for representatives of Georgian Ministry of Defence in June 2017. Both sides hope that contacts from this event will lead to mutually satisfied cooperation.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Embassy of the Czech Rep. in Tbilisi, Mr. Jiří Preclík: “This article only factually describes the event that took place in Georgia. There is no obligation stemming out of it. The whole article is non-binding. Therefore, we would like to keep it. “




.

2. 	Cooperation in the field of Agriculture and Rural Development	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Will be finalized on experts meeting with representative of the Czech Ministry of Agriculture.

Both Sides agreed to facilitate Ccooperation between the Czech Republic and Georgia in the field of agriculture is seen in the area of to ​​increased mutual trade in agricultural and food commodities, in the supply of agricultural and food technologies and agricultural machinery.
Committee welcomed the mission to the Czech Republic focused on brewery technologies organized by Tthe Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic organized in cooperation with the Czech Embassy in Tbilisi an incoming mission to the Czech Republic, which was focused on brewery technologies. The incoming mission was carried out in the frame of a Project for promotion/support of economic diplomacy (PROPED) in mid-October 2017.
Both Sides noted welcomed initiative that in Aautumn of 2018, the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic and the Czech Embassy in Tbilisi are planning to realize a marketing project aimed at promoting Czech beer and another Project for promotion/support of economic diplomacy in the food industry. Georgian Side welcomed this initiative and expressed its readiness to support this project.
In the context of deeper cooperationCzech Side expressed its interest, that the Central Inspection and Testing Institute of the Czech Republic has interest would like to deepen in cooperation with the National Food Agency of Georgian Side  on phytosanitary measures. Georgian side expressed its readiness to further activate cooperation on SPS issues.
Committee welcomed cooperation between Tthe Czech University of Agriculture cooperates with the Georgian Side in the frame of YPARD (Young Professionals for Agricultural Development) with the aim of initiating the participation of young experts and farmers in projects, raising the awareness and attractiveness of agriculture as a good source of income for young people and linking them with the relevant actors.	Comment by Irina Japaridze: Please, specify the counterpart from the Georgian side

Georgian Side expressed its readiness to establish close cooperation between Agricultural Cooperatives Development Agency (ACDA) and Cooperative Association of the Czech Republic.

Both Side agreed to exchange information about state programs supporting agricultural cooperatives in their respective countries.

Both Sides agreed to set up joint training programs focusing on milk processing.

Georgian Side expressed its interest to launch joint project on developing livestock in remote regions, focusing on wool processing.

3. 	Cooperation in the field of Environment and Natural Resources Protection

Both Sides expressed their interest in continuing and deepening cooperation in the field of environmental protection in the frame of the Memorandum on Cooperation between the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic and the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Protection of Georgia signed in 2011. In this light, both Sides agreed that Ministries should deepen cooperation in the development and enhancement of environmental monitoring system  (capacity-building and technological knowledge transfer in air, soil and water pollution, surface and ground water monitoring), disaster risk management and prevention of industrial pollutions (prevention and management of natural hazards - geological and hydrological - and capacity-building in major accident prevention), waste management (hazardous waste and chemicals management systems) and management of protected areas (capacity-building in forest inventory of protected areas and development of speleology tourism). In this regard, Committee welcomed recent joint activities focused on waste management at municipal level (field trip in the Czech Republic) and environmental impact assessment (workshops in Tbilisi).. 
Both Sides agreed on existing potential in the development and dissemination of clean environmental technologies.
The Czech Side expressed willingness to continue cooperation in the field of climate change through the projects of Green Climate Fund and its Climate Finance Readiness Programme. The Czech Side presented the offer of a Czech consortium consisting of institutions with a high level of expertise and extensive experience for a project FP068 “Scaling-up Multi-Hazard Early Warning System and the Use of Climate Information in Georgia”. 
Comments of the Czech Ministry of the Environment:
· We cannot agree with the deletion of the highlighted sentence. The Czech side already prepared the offer and presented it to the Ambassador of Georgia in the Czech Republic. We would like to use the occasion and present it also at the upcoming meeting to the present partners. The offer is also being distributed by the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Georgia. The Czech side has the right to present the offer for cooperation in the area which belongs in a long term to priorities of both countries.  
Both Sides appreciated successful cooperation between of the Ministries of both countries responsible of for the Eenvironment protection and its their subordinate institutions through in the framework of the Czech dDevelopment cCooperation projects and the European Neighbourhood Instrument (Twinning), focused on disaster risk reduction and management of protected areas in Georgia.
Both Sides are ready to cooperate further in the EU Development Assistance programmes, Eastern Partnership as well as in UN activities.
Comments of the Czech Ministry of the Environment:
· We do not understand why the sentence above should be deleted. We can agree with moving it to other place in the document but we want to have it in the text. We highly appreciate the cooperation e.g. in the framework of the Aarhus or Espoo Conventions. E.g. in the in 2017 the Czech Republic allocated its contribution in the amount of 500 000 Czech crowns to the Espoo Convention for project in Georgia that promoted creation a legislation in for the EIA. The Czech Republic is currently vice president of the UNEA bureau nominated by the Easter European region and is interested in cooperation in this framework. The Czech Republic hosts the Regional Center for the implementation of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants in Brno and offers its expertise in monitoring of POPs or heavy metals – we hosted several times experts from Georgia in premises in Brno - why we should not continue in this kind of cooperation?E.g. http://www.recetox.muni.cz/index-en.php?pg=news&aid=588 
Eastern Partnership offers further opportunities – why should we ignore it?

Both Sides expressed their readiness to continue cooperation in the field of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), particularly:
· Further development of road meteorology in Georgia through expansion of the road meteorological stations network on highways of international and national importance;
· Expansion of slope instability monitoring system network in mountainous parts of Georgia;

Both Sides expressed their readiness to continue cooperation in the field of biodiversity protection particularly:
· Research of Okrojanashvili Cave (in Samegrelo region), followed by Racha Caves afterwards;
· Planning of elaboration of Truso Protected Landscape Management Plan (after establishment of Truso Protected Landscape by the Agency of Protected Areas of Georgia).

4. Industry (agreeded)

The Czech Side proposed to establish a permanent Working Group on Industry Cooperation within the Czech-Georgian Joint Committee on Bilateral Economic Cooperation.
Both Sides noted, that Czech company “ŠKODA Electric” together with JSC “ELMAVALMSHENEBELI” are participants of ongoing expression of interests announced by JSC “Georgian Railway” on supply of new locomotives for Georgian Railway.

5. 	Cooperation in the field of Energy

Both Sides emphasized the existing excellent cooperation in the energy sector and agreed to explore the possibility of developing joint energy projects and cooperate in attracting investments from Czech side in this sector. Especially, development of renewables, primarily hydropower projects, is most welcomed by Georgian side. However, Czech companies are encouraged to make use of other investment opportunities in the sector.
	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Czech Side doesn´t agree with the edited text. Final version will be agreeded on expert´s meeting with representatives of Department of Energy (Ministry of Industry and Trade) and Energo-Pro.
Georgian Side emphasized the activities of the Czech company ENERGY-PRO as a main supplier of the electricity in Georgia and acknowledged its positive input in the development of the energy sector of Georgia. Therefore, Georgian Side welcomed the expansion of the activities of the Czech companies in the energy field.

The Czech company ENERGO-PRO as a main supplier of the electricity in Georgia draws attention that Namakhvani cascade  will have influence for ENERGO-PRO production on HPPs Gumati I, Gumati II and Rioni. At the same time reminds that market liberalization must take place also for the power producer, in order to let producers, suppliers and customers have equal conditions of participating on the free market. Opening of the market for the industrial customers, according to which they will have to purchase electricity from various suppliers, this definitely will increase competition on the market, which is first of all beneficial for the customers.

Both Sides agreed to exchange information and expertise in the field of energy including energy market development in compliance with EU directives/regulations.

6. Cooperation in the field of Tourism

Both Sides expressed satisfaction over the progress achieved in the bilateral tourist relations between the two countries and reaffirmed their desire to further intensify cooperation in the field of tourism.
Herewith, the Sides noted with appreciation the exchange of statistical data (from Georgian side) and relevant contacts (from the Czech side) following the 3rd session of this Joint Committee in 2017.
To sustain positive trend, the both Sides agreed to further promote their tourist products and offerings with the means of participating in the tourism related events to be held in Georgia and Czech Republic, and to continue organizing specially tailored press and info tours for the representatives of leading media of both countries.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Ministry of Regional Development:
“We do not agree with this change, we insist on our original wording. We are not able to implement the proposed activity, so we can not commit to it.”
Both sides acknowledge the importance of bilateral tourism exchange and promoting and developing cooperation in terms of mutual participation in exhibitions, trade fairs, conferences and seminars, as well as other international promotional and informative tourism events organized in both countries.
Both sides welcome participation of the Czech Tourism Authority – CzechTourism at the Caucasus Tourism Fair in Tbilisi in April, 2018.
Both Sides also agreed to enhance their cooperation in the framework of the Commission for Europe of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO).
The Czech side further requested for the Georgian side to provide a current contact person responsible for the field of Tourism at the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia for future reference.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Ministry of Regional Development:
“We are willing to accept the deletion of this paragraph, only if the counterparty provides us with the requested contact. Thank you.
Both Sides deemed appropriate to share information and best practices regarding the development of tourism and promotion of specific tourist products in Georgia and Czech Republic.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Ministry of Regional Development:
,,We can not commit to promoting specific tourist products.”

Both Sides expressed their interest to exchange contact information of the leading tourist companies and tourism associations of the countries, to be consequently conveyed to the counterpart companies based in both states for establishment of business relations.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Ministry of Regional Development:
,,We do not agree with these changes, please delete both paragraphs.
We have already provided relevant contacts in the past to the counterpart (see first paragraph) and we do not intend to interfere with the private activities of individual CKs and tour operators.

Both Sides stressed the importance of connectivity between the two countries and reiterated their willingness to cooperate on further improving air connectivity between Georgia and Czech Republic.

7. Transport and Infrastructure

Both Sides welcomed the launching of direct flights between Georgia and the Czech Republic in 2017 by Georgian air-carrier and underlined its importance for promoting tourism and economic ties between two countries.  Moreover, in case of their interest the Georgian Side also welcomes direct flights from the Czech air companies. 
The Georgian Side addressed the Czech Side to accelerate negotiations on the draft Agreement between the Government of Georgia and the Government of the Czech Republic on International Road Transport,  that will create legal base and facilitate road transportation between the countries.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Ministry of Transport CZ:
“In view of the confusion in the field of international road transport competencies between the EC and the Member States in relation to non-EU countries, the Ministry of Transport of the Czech Republic was forced to freeze 
the process of negotiating new international treaties on international road transport.”
8. Regional development and construction (agreeded)

Both Sides expressed their interest in continuing cooperation in the field of urban and regional development. Both Sides agreed to continue in exchange of information, experience and best practices in the following areas:
· Designing and implementing territorial, regional and spatial development policies;
· Development of decentralised governance system, deconcentrated state administration and wider cooperation;
· Trans-border cooperation at sub-national level;
· Developing partnerships of local stakeholders and cooperation at local level; facilitate opportunities to initiate town twinning agreement and cooperation under various framework programmes (e.g. “Creative Europe”, etc.);
· Promoting direct associations between relevant Governmental agencies, civil society, private organisations and academia operating in the field of regional development and spatial planning;

9. Cooperation in the field of Healthcare
Both Sides emphasized the existing cooperation between Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia and the Czech Development Agency in the field of health care, in particular prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of cancer through development of Screening center in Zugdidi and consistent education of medical staff.

Both Sides expressed their will for cooperation in development of child palliative care in Georgia. The Czech Side expressed its readiness to provide an equipment for the center of child long-term/palliative care in Givi Zhvania Pediatric Clinic of Tbilisi State Medical University.

Both sides agreed to cooperate in establishing and implementing the electronic medical records system for primary health care institutions in Georgia in order to improve quality of care on primary health care level.

Georgian side expressed interest in sharing Czech experience in elaboration of employment support services, characteristics of employment agency and in discussing opportunities to sign a temporary labour migration (circular migration) agreement between the countries.

The Czech side proposed to prepare and submit an official proposal to the Georgian side in the field of equipping cancer facilities with medical equipment for radiotherapy manufactured by the Czech company UJP PRAHA.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Please justify.
10. Cooperation in the Fields of Communications, Information Technologies and Innovations 
Both Sides emphasized the importance of cooperation in the field of Communications, Information Technologies and Innovations and agreed to facilitate further development of cooperation between relevant ministries and authorities. 

In this regard, the Georgian side addressed to Czech side to accelerate reviewing of draft Agreement between the Government of Georgia and the Government of the Czech Republic on Cooperation in the fields of Telecommunications, Information Technologies and Post, which was prepared by Georgian Side and sent via diplomatic channels to Czech side.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Anelies Kavi (MIT):
“This Agreement was declined due to the fact that there is enough space for bilateral cooperation and meetings in the frame of ITU and/or UPU and other organizations, e.g. CEPT.”

Both Sides emphasized the importance of deepening collaboration and share experience on development of digital economy.

Both Sides agreed to continue close cooperation and mutual support in sector specialized International organizations International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Universal Postal Union (UPU), The European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT).

Georgian side addressed to the Czech side continue to provide international telephone, telegraph and postal services with Abkhazia (Georgia) and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia (Georgia), guided in accordance with international law and relevant international Acts of International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and Universal Postal Union (UPU).	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Anelies Kavi:
,,The Czech Republic acts in good faith and according to the international Treaties (ITU and UPU).”

Both Sides underlined the importance of deepening collaboration between Georgia and Czech Republic in the field of innovation, startups and technology transfer based on already established partnership between Georgian Innovation and Technology Agency (GITA) and Technology Agency of the Czech Republic (TACR).  Georgian and Czech sides have elaborated the draft of MoU to be signed between Technology Agency of the Czech Republic (TACR) and Georgia’s Innovation and Technology Agency (GITA) in September, 2018.	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Prosím o komentář TAČR

Georgian side expressed its interest in cooperation with TACR in developing innovation, start-up and R&D ecosystem in the country. Specifically,  sharing experience on Czech programs (Alfa, Beta, Gama programs).

Georgia’s Innovation and Technology Agency (GITA) expressed its interest to facilitate partnerships between Czech and Georgian organizations through B2B, trade missions and startup pitching events both in Georgia and in Czech Republic for startups, innovators, ICT companies. As well as initiating the partnership in the framework of EU support programs (EEN, H2020, etc.).

11. Cooperation in the field of Education and Science (agreeded)

Both Sides acknowledged the importance of active cooperation between the Czech Republic and Georgia in the field of education and science and welcomed the signing of the Agreement between the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic and the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia on Cooperation in the field of Education and Science in Tbilisi in November 2017. 
Both Sides agreed to promote the emergence of further contacts and cooperation of both countries in the fields of education and science. At the same time, Sides agreed to inform each other of the international conferences, congresses and symposia on development issues of education and science, which will be held in their respective countries.
Both Sides acknowledged the importance of deepening cooperation of Czech and Georgian educational and scientific institutions within the EU programmes as well as Eastern Partnership initiatives.
12. Cooperation in the field of Standardization and Metrology (agreeded)

Both sides expressed their interest in further development of cooperation in the areas covered by the Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperation between the Czech Office for Standards, Metrology and Testing (ÚNMZ) and the Georgian National Agency for Standards and Metrology (GEOSTM), as well as in other fields of mutual interest. Both Sides agreed to explore possibilities, available resources and funds in the framework of different European projects and Czech development cooperation for facilitation of such cooperation. 
13. Cooperation in the field of Statistics (agreeded)

Both Sides agreed to establish contact between the relevant institutions of both countries in order to share external merchandise trade statistics data of Georgia and the Czech Republic by 4-digit levels according to the HS 2012 classification on quarterly basis.

Both Sides agreed to establish contact between the relevant institutions of both countries in order to share statistical data on Foreign Investments between Georgia and the Czech Republic on annual basis.

14. Cooperation in the field of Intellectual Property

Both sides expressed readiness to strengthen cooperation in terms of protection of intellectual property between the Industrial Property Office of the Czech Republic and The National Intellectual Property Center of Georgia Sakpatenti, namely in:
· capacity building of Sakpatenti patent and trademark examiners and lawyers;	Comment by Hroníková Helena: Industrial Property Office:
,,At present, the Industrial Property Office can not, for capacities or for financial reasons, guarantee the fulfillment of the cooperation of the first indent of point 14 of the Protocol, ie "capacity building of Sakpatenti patent and trademark examiners and lawyers". We therefore request that this indent be deleted from the proposal.”
· sharing of experience in IP education and teaching;
· exchanging information in the field of IP;
· cooperation in promotion of innovative activities.

Georgian side asked assistance from the Czech Republic to explore the possibility for supporting the Georgia in the process of joining the European Patent Organization (EPO). Membership of the EPO will enhance protection of industrial property in Georgia and at the same time will bring Georgia to the European patent family.

15. Cooperation in the field of European integration

Both Sides underlined the importance of further deepening relations between Georgia and the EU and highlighted their commitment to promote this process, particularly through full exploitation of opportunities and perspectives offered by the Association Agreement and the Eastern Partnership initiative. Czech Side welcomed Georgia’s initiative to develop an EU integration roadmap aimed at achieving higher degree of integration with European Union.
Both Sides welcomed tangible progress achieved in terms of implementation of the Association Agreement, including the DCFTA. Sides welcomed the increase in EU-Georgia trade and noted the special importance of the DCFTA implementation in this process. The Georgian Side expressed its commitment to continue reforms under the AA/DCFTA with particular emphasis on Economic Recovery and Growth, Good Governance and Sector Cooperation, and improving of Government Procurement procedures.
Both Sides welcomed that the new draft Program of bilateral development cooperation of the Czech Republic with Georgia for the years 2018-2023 is focused on the reinforcement of the legislative and institutional framework in order to contribute to the fulfilment of the commitments resulting from the Association Agreement with the European Union and to the full implementation of DCFTA.
The Czech side will remain committed to providing its technical support and expertise for the effective implementation of Georgia’s ambitious reform agenda. Both Sides underlined the significance of the expertise provided by the Czech state institutions through the EU Twinning instrument that makes a substantial contribution to Georgia’s process of European transformationintegration process. 
Both Sides stressed the importance of the implementation of the outcomes of the last Eastern Partnership Summit held in Brussels on 24 November 2017, which confirmed the EU’s engagement in Eastern Europe, acknowledged Georgia´s European aspirations and Europian choice and set political and economic objectives to be reached in the most important areas of cooperation by 2020. The Czech Side supports the involvement of Georgia in this process. 
Both Sides welcomed the visa-free travel between the EU and Georgia as an important enhancement of people-to-people contacts. Both Sides also expressed their commitment to support further facilitation in this area to strengthen business, social and cultural ties between citizens of Georgia and the EU. 
Both Sides stressed the importance of cooperation within the framework of the Mobility Partnership to promote migration through legal channels and sharing experience on legal labour migration, including circular migration. 
Both Sides emphasized the importance of strengthening strategic communication efforts on Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic Integration process, which remains the top foreign and security priority for the Government of Georgia and welcomed effective implementation of the “Government Communication Strategy on Georgia’s EU and NATO Membership for 2017-2020”. Both Sides agreed to further intensify cooperation in the field of strategic communications including through exchange of the best practices, as well as consider conducting joint trainings, seminars and workshops.

16. Other issues (agreeded)

Georgia expressed its gratitude towards Czech Republic for supporting the implementation of project aiming at enhancing security at state economic border and preventing drug trafficking via capacity building of Georgia customs canine center and provision of additional drug searching dogs in the frame of “Increased capacity and efficiency of Georgian canine services” project financed by Czech Development Agency.

Both Sides agreed to promote direct cooperation between the institutions in the fields of culture and sport, facilitate participation of professionals in international events organized in both countries and encourage exchange of specialists.

Both Sides noted that, the Czech Development Cooperation with Georgia is regulated by Bilateral Development Cooperation Programme of the Czech Republic efficient for period 2018-2023. Therefore, both Sides will strive for conclusion of Agreement on development cooperation.



Place and Date for the next Session

Both Sides agreed that the 5th Session of the Georgian-Czech Joint Committee on Bilateral Economic Cooperation will take place in Prague (Czech Republic), at a date to be agreed upon through diplomatic channels.

Done in Tbilisi on September 13, 2018, in two originals, both in the English language.
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